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FADE IN:

1 BLACK SCREEN

The words read: "Mankind must put an end to war, or war will
put an end to mankind."  John F. Kennedy.

2 EXT. NEW JERSEY ROADWAY -- MORNING

CAPTION: Present Time:  A WOMAN in her 90's rides a bicycle with
her hands behind her back.  Occasionally, she waves at TOWNSFOLK
who wave back.

In the basket, on the front of her bike, is a bouquet of
wildflowers.  SUGGESTED MUSIC OVER:  Aaron Copland's instrumental
version of 'Simple Gifts.'

A Hummer pulls up alongside.  The DRIVER is amazed at the woman. 
The news, heard from his radio, overrides the song.

NEWSCASTER
...in a marketplace in Baghdad,
another suicide bombing killed thirty
men, women and children.  Two of the
victims were reported to be U.S.
soldiers, both scheduled to leave...

Before the woman can hear the rest of the news, the man drives
off.

3 EXT. GERMANIA MEMORIAL CEMETERY

The woman rolls to a stop at the cemetery entrance, dismounts 
her bike and walks it past several gravesites.  She sets the
kickstand and takes the flowers from the basket.  She sits in
front of an unseen gravestone. 

DISSOLVE TO:

4 INT. KKNS - NBC AFFILIATE - KANSAS CITY, KANSAS - 1981 -- DAY

CAPTION: KKNS - Kansas City, Kansas - June, 1981 - PRODUCTION
CREW for 'On The Spot with Sean O'Grady,' a local Kansas City
people-and-issues oriented television show, hustle about
preparing for the show which is about to begin.

CONTROL ROOM STAFF at the console switch back and forth between
cameras.  Monitors show the PRODUCTION CREW at work preparing
the set.

5 INT. DRESSING ROOM OF SEAN O'GRADY -- DAY

SEAN O'GRADY, 50, the imposing host of the show, pages through
a file.  Proud of his Marine background, he still sports a
buzz cut. 

There is a KNOCK at the door.
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SEAN O'GRADY
Come in!

JOE GREEN, 35, the sharply-dressed producer of the show enters. 
Sean speaks without looking up.

SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
You got me a good one here, Joe.  Peace
Pilgrim and pacifism.  Does she know
the show?  Has she seen it?

JOE GREEN
No.  Says she 'likes surprises.'

Sean looks up and cracks a sly smile.

SEAN O'GRADY
Are the film clips ready?

JOE GREEN
Ready to roll.

SEAN O'GRADY
What's the latest with the deal?

JOE GREEN
All the top network brass will be
watching.  Knock 'em dead, Sean.

Sean lays down the file.

SEAN O'GRADY
Just call me Mr. Syndication.

As Joe turns to leave, there's a KNOCK at the door.  Joe opens
it and surprises the 2ND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR.

2ND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Oh!...ahh, you're on, Mister O'Grady!

6 INT. KKNS - HALLWAY -- DAY

We follow the 2nd AD to the set, where he approaches KITTY,
the make-up gal, a young woman with an alternative, slightly
punk look.  A cigarette dangles from her lips.

2ND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
How was she in make-up?

KITTY
She declined.  No base.  No powder. 
Nothing.

2ND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
But she'll shine like a 10K!
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KITTY
That's what I told her.  But she said,
'the world needs all the light it can
get.'

7 INT. KKNS - INTERVIEW SET -- DAY

Sean takes his seat on the set, as a FLOOR MANAGER warms up
the CROWD.  After settling in, he takes a sip from a cup, looks
up at the ASSISTANT DIRECTOR who holds up his hand to signal
the countdown. 

The light on the camera goes from RED to GREEN.

ANNOUNCER (O.S.)
And now, it's On the Spot with Sean
OOOOh'Grady!!!

The audience responds wildly.  A small contingent of YOUNG
MARINES in uniform CHANT.

MARINES
Huah!  Huah!  Huah!

SEAN O'GRADY
Semper Fi.

(pause)
Hello, America.  I'm Sean O'Grady, and

(pointing to the camera)
YOU are On the Spot!  Atlanta: twenty
black kids killed in the last twenty
months.  What's going on Atlanta, can't
you protect your own.  Don't these
black kids count?  California, you
again!  Oranges left in the groves to
rot while people starve.  No wonder
they call you the land of the fruits
and nuts.  President Reagan's still
recuperating from the recent
assassination attempt.  Seems Mr. John
Hinckley was upset because he couldn't
get a date with Jodie Foster.

This gets a controlled laugh from the audience and a rise from
the Marines.

SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
On the international scene we have a
new civil war in Zimbabwe, a missile
crisis in Lebanon.  And, on top of all
this, we have a terrorist plane
hijacking in Indonesia and Nicaragua!

(he pauses)
... And now, for our guest, we have a
woman with us today who calls herself
Peace Pilgrim.  You may have heard of
her.

(MORE)
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SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
She may just have the solution for all
our problems.  For decades now, she's
been walking across this great land of
ours on a mission of peace.  She's a
full-fledged pacifist, and she says...
"I'd rather be killed than kill."

He turns and points.

SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
Peace Pilgrim - You are On the Spot!

The lights go out.  A powerful overhead spot shines down on
PEACE PILGRIM.  She stands illuminated in a pool of light. 
Surprised and amused, she looks up at the source. 

As the studio lights come up, she begins to move toward Sean. 
She's in her early 70s, and even though she is whitehaired,
she has the spirit of a sprightly teen. 

The audience APPLAUDS.  Sean extends his hand and gestures for
her to take a seat.  She shakes his hand and sits.  The APPLAUSE
ends.

SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
(John Wayne-like)

So what do I call ya, Pilgrim?

PEACE
You can call me Peace, Sean.

SEAN O'GRADY
So you walk for peace, huh?  How many
miles do you think you've covered?

CLOSE on her duct-taped tennis shoes.  This gets a laugh from
the audience.  Peace sees her shoes on the monitor and reacts.

PEACE
I average about 1,500 miles per pair,
and these are my 29th.  I suppose that
means I've covered more than 40,000
miles.

SEAN O'GRADY
What in God's name would get a woman
like you to take her life in her hands
and spend all those years at the mercy
of the freaks in this country?

PEACE
Well, I don't look at people that way. 
I see the good in everybody and I walk
with complete protection, but I also
recognize that our fascination with

(MORE)
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PEACE (CONT'D)
violence and our immature use of
technology has taken us to the brink
of destruction.  As you mentioned, we
are seeing worldwide increases in
terrorism.  Recently, I even heard of
the possibility of nuclear bomb in a
suitcase.

Sean takes a moment to size up his opponent.

SEAN O'GRADY
How did all this get started?  Did you
have a miserable childhood?

Audience laughs.  Before Peace can answer, Sean jumps in again.

SEAN O'GRADY (CONT'D)
What's your real name?

PEACE
What's important is not my name but my
work, and that is peace.

SEAN O'GRADY
C'mon, what've you got to hide?  You
on the run?

She gets up and marches in place.

PEACE
No, Sean, I'm on the march!  And
what better drumbeat to march to
than the cause of peace: peace among
nations, peace with the environment,
peace between people and the very,
very important inner peace, for that
is where peace truly begins.

Peace sits down and, as she continues to speak with Sean, 
The SOUND of their VOICES FADE as Peace begins to speak
directly to us. 

PEACE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Over the years, I've done hundreds of
interviews.  However, usually the
interviewers were more interested in
my personal life than in my message.

CAMERA moves in CLOSE on Peace's face, and then we DISSOLVE
to her as a young girl.

PEACE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
But that's fine with me, because I
learned, they have their agenda and I
have mine.

(MORE)
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PEACE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
And, thankfully, God gave us free will
so we get to choose what we reveal...and
when.

DISSOLVE TO:

8 EXT. EGG HARBOR CITY - NEW JERSEY MEADOW - 1917 -- EVENING

CAPTION: Egg Harbor City, New Jersey - 1917.  MILDRED, age 10,
picks flowers in a meadow.  SONG of the era OVER:

PEACE (V.O.)
And, as for my childhood, it was a
very happy time for me, I had a woods
to play in, a creek to swim in and
room to grow.

Mildred is totally engrossed in nature.  Her sister, HELENE calls
to her. 

HELENE (O.S.)
Come on, Mildred, it's time for supper.

MILDRED
You and Alfred go ahead.

Mildred remembers something.

MILDRED (CONT'D)
Helene...

CAMERA pulls back to reveal ALFRED, age 4, and HELENE, age 7.

HELENE
What?

MILDRED
You know.  Give it to me.

Helene takes a barrette out her hair and gives it to Mildred.

HELENE
Here, keep your old junky barrette.  Come
on Alfred, let's leave old stingy out
here to be with...

(sarcastic)
... Mother Nature.

ALFRED
(whining)

I wanna stay with Mother Nature, too.

Helene takes Alfred by the hand and leads him away.  Mildred lays
down her flowers, pulls her hair back and puts in the barrette. 
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As the last rays of the sun peek over the horizon, she notices an
especially beautiful flower.  Reflecting the golden glow of the
setting sun on her face, she reaches out for the flower and touches
it...tenderly.

9 INT. NORMAN FAMILY HOME -- NIGHT

The Norman family are gathered around the old oak dining room
table.  With Mildred's sister, Helene, and her brother, Alfred,
are her mother, JOSEPHINE, her father ERNEST, his bachelor brother,
WALTER, and his three spinster sisters, BERTHA (BERTIE), LISETTE
(SETTA) and the youngest, CATHERINE (RENA).

JOSPEHINE
Ernest, I'm worried about Mildred.

ERNEST
Don't worry, Josie, she'll be along.

A few moments pass, the front door opens and Mildred enters,
beaming, carrying a bouquet of flowers.  She stops at the mirrored
table, sees a magazine featuring Mary Pickford on the cover, then
looks in the mirror and mimics the pose. 

Amused with Mildred, Aunt Setta takes the flowers from her and
puts them in a vase as Mildred takes her seat.

AUNT SETTA
Thank you for joining us, dear.

AUNT BERTIE
Mildred, what did you learn in school
today?

MILDRED
Manifest Destiny.

AUNT BERTIE
Would you please put that in a complete
sentence?

MILDRED
Manifest Destiny is... God's plan for
America, one land from sea to shining sea.

UNCLE WALTER
Do you think it was the Creator's intention
that the United States should stretch from
sea to shining sea?

Mildred shrugs her shoulders.

AUNT BERTIE
Mildred, when it comes to history, you have
to read between the lines.

(MORE)
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AUNT BERTIE (CONT'D)
The truth about Manifest Destiny is that it
was our government's excuse for taking the
land away from the Indians, who were here
for thousands of years before us.  We did
this in the name of God.

LATER

The supper table is almost cleared.  Uncle Walter tries to get
something on the early diode radio.  Ernest strikes a match and
lights his Camel cigarette. 

Mildred comes over, leans against her father to see what he's
reading.  He takes a puff off the cigarette.

MILDRED
Ewww, Pops, that stinks!

ERNEST
Honey, aren't you supposed to be practicing?

Mildred goes to the old upright piano and begins to play.  Uncle
Walter listens for a signal on the radio.  He tunes in an excited
AMATEUR BROADCASTER.

VOICE ON RADIO
(somewhat garbled)

...word that the Germans have announced...
unfortunate that... and the United States
will rue the day... war with Germany...

ERNEST
Mildred!  Stop playing, please.

Everyone gathers around as Uncle Walter tunes in the signal.

VOICE ON RADIO
I repeat: the United States has just declared
war on Germany.  In a speech to Congress,
President Wilson -

They all try to listen, but static takes over.

10 INT. NORMAN FAMILY POULTRY PROCESSING ROOM -- DAY

Ernest, Uncle Walter, Mildred and Helene work.  Uncle Walter chops
heads off pigeons (squab), as the sisters sit at a table and pluck
feathers, which fill the air.

Ernest stacks them on ice in wooden coolers.  No one talks.  The
only SOUNDS are those of the horrified birds, SCREECHING.  Finally,
Uncle Walter speaks to Ernest.

UNCLE WALTER
(quietly)

You think we're gonna have to go?
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Ernest considers the question.  Mildred and Helene strain to
listen. 

ERNEST
Well, with our age and family situation,
I don't think so, Walt.

HELENE
(whispering to Mildred)

Are the Germans going to come here and
kill us all?

ANGLE ON

The two sisters holding hands under the table.

11 EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- MORNING

Ernest, Mildred, Helene and Alfred ride in the family truck.

12 INT. FERGUSON'S GROCERS -- DAY

JOE FERGUSON, the proprietor, gives money to Ernest for the squab
and eggs which are still on the counter.  Mildred and Helene check
out the candy section. 

In the background, RICHARD and a couple of LOCALS sit around an
old stove-pipe heater, enjoying a morning coffee circle.

RICHARD
(shouting)

Hey, Norman, ya hear the good news.  We're
going over there an' kick some German ass!

ERNEST
Guess I don't think it's such good news,
Richard.

Ernest heads out the door.  The girls follow.  Joe turns to
Richard.

JOE
Strange bunch, that Norman family.

RICHARD
Yeah, them three spinster aunts and bachelor
uncle, all living there together.

13 EXT. NEW JERSEY HIGHWAY -- DAY

The Norman family truck makes its way down the country road.

14 INT. NORMAN FAMILY TRUCK -- DAY

Ernest drives as Mildred and Helene look at their stone-faced
father and then at each other.
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ERNEST
(grumbling to himself)

I wonder if the Creator ever questions the
wisdom of giving us mortals free will.

MILDRED
Pops, don't you think we should go over
there and kill the bad guys?

Mildred intently watches her father.

ERNEST
War is the bad guy, Millie.  War.

DISSOLVE TO:

15 INT. MOVIE THEATER -- ONE YEAR LATER - EVENING

CAPTION: One Year Later - OPEN CLOSE on Mildred, now a year
older.  She watches a Movietone newsreel covering the Great
War.  She sits with her family.

NEWSCASTER
With the defeat of Lenin's Russian army
on the Eastern Front, British and French
morale were at an all time low - that
was until the entry of General 'Black
Jack' Pershing and his doughboys, whose
entry began to break the German strangle-
hold on Europe.

Images of the entry of American troops on the western front.

NEWSCASTER (CONT'D)
In spring of this year, the American
Expeditionary forces led the defense of
Paris on the Marne River.

Stock footage.

NEWSCASTER (CONT'D)
By July, American troops played the
critical role in turning back the German
offensive and launching a counter-
offensive in the second battle of the
Marne, where they faced the murderous
fire of Germany's 'Big Bertha,' the 60-
inch cannon with 500 pound shells,

Images of the huge cannon firing.

NEWSCASTER (CONT'D)
But not even the world's largest cannon
could overcome good 'ole Yankee tenacity,
as the Allies finally won a resounding
victory at Marne!
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Mildred intently watches images of soldiers rejoicing amid the
carnage.  CAMERA moves in CLOSE on her face and we:

DISSOLVE TO:

Mildred, now 26, sits in the same seat in the same theater. 
Note: This is now our lead.  CAMERA pulls back and reveals
that Mildred is now seated alone.  

NEWSCASTER (CONT'D)
...and, as the Great Depression drags
on and the bread lines grow longer,
Congress enacts the Emergency Relief
Act.  A week later, riots break out in
the Nation's capitol.  To lift our
spirits Amelia Erhardt becomes the
first woman to fly non-stop across the
United States, flying from Los Angeles
to Newark, N.J. in just over 19 hours.

The newsreel now shows Gandhi's march to the sea.

NEWSCASTER (CONT'D)
And, on the international front, Mohandas
K. Gandhi is again confronting British
rule by leading a march to the Indian
Ocean, where he plans to gather salt as a
protest against British monopoly.  Once
again, the little brown man in a loin
cloth and glasses challenges the might of
the British Empire!

A local newspaper swirls into view.  The headline reads -
'Prohibition Ends - Wineries and Distillers Gear Up.'

16 EXT. RENAULT WINERY -- DAY

Men out front of the Renault Winery take down a temporary sign
which reads "Makers of World Renowned 'LEGAL' Wine Tonic" revealing
the permanent sign beneath - "Makers of Fine Wines Since 1864."

17 INT. THE HIDEOUT SPEAKEASY -- NIGHT

MOLLY, Mildred and SARAH sit at a table near the dance floor. 
The band plays a hot number as the DANCERS put on quite a show.

MOLLY
(to Mildred)

So how much are you gonna get on your
new job at the winery?

MILDRED
More than I've been getting at the
Glassworks.  The family really needs
the extra money.  Ever since my uncle
Walter died, we've been struggling.
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SARAH
We'll miss you, you turncoat.

MILDRED
Well, I'll keep an eye out for openings
for both of you.

Sarah holds up her engagement ring.

SARAH
Not for me, I'll soon be retiring
from the work force.

Molly takes a close look at Sarah's engagement ring.

MOLLY
Oh, the setting is so beautiful.

SARAH
Yeah, but your stone is bigger.

Without looking away from the ring, Molly addresses Mildred.

MOLLY
Mildred, what about that guy you -

MILDRED
- he wasn't right for me.

Molly looks up at Mildred.

MOLLY
Would anyone be right for you?

This makes Mildred uncomfortable.  Sarah notices.

SARAH
Take it easy, Molly, she's only twenty-
six.

MOLLY
That old biological clock keeps on
ticking.

The HOSTESS interrupts.

HOSTESS
Another round, ladies?

All three nod, yes.  The hostess looks to Mildred.

HOSTESS (CONT'D)
Another sarsaparilla for you?

CAMERA FOLLOWS the hostess and stays with STANLEY RYDER, age 28,
very handsome.  He's at the bar, engaged in a stressful unheard
conversation with TWO MEN.
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All the while, Stanley continues to glance over at Mildred. 

Finally the men leave, and Stanley gets up and makes his way to
Mildred's table.  He pulls up an adjacent chair, leans his chin
on the back and gazes at Mildred.

STANLEY
You wouldn't want me to die, would you?

Mildred is caught off guard, awkward.

MILDRED
Of course not.

STANLEY
Then you must dance with me.

Sarah and Molly exchange looks.  Mildred looks to them.  Stanley,
very debonair, takes her hand and escorts her onto the floor.

Mildred and Stanley dance a few fast ones.  When the singer finally
does a romantic slow song, Mildred gradually relaxes and they
begin to get closer.  As the song ends, they are almost cheek-to-
cheek.

18 EXT. THE HIDEOUT SPEAKEASY -- NIGHT

Stanley, Mildred, Sarah and Molly exit the club.  Just down the
sidewalk, Mildred notices a WRETCHED OLD WOMAN and SEVERAL HOBOS,
keeping their hands warm over a fire in a large metal drum. 
Mildred watches, intently. 

An OLD MAN approaches Stanley.

OLD MAN
Spare a dime, sir?  Just one thin dime?

Stanley turns away, but Mildred begins to open her purse.  He
gently takes her by the arm.

STANLEY
You don't want to mess with that crowd.

Mildred looks back over her shoulder as Stanley escorts her away.

19 EXT. NORMAN FAMILY HOME - FRONT PORCH -- NIGHT

Stanley walks Mildred onto the front porch.  As they reach the
front door, he turns her around, takes her in his arms and, without
a word, he kisses her.

20 INT. NORMAN FAMILY HOME -- NIGHT

Mildred's father watches Mildred and Stanley from the window.
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21 EXT. NORMAN FAMILY HOME - FRONT PORCH -- NIGHT

The porch lights blink on and off.  Mildred and Stanley get the
message.

22 TIME-PASSAGE MONTAGE

It's a whirlwind romance.  Mildred and Stanley dance, walk in the
country, sit on the beach and kiss under the stars.  Late at night,
Stanley gives a check to the two men we saw him with in the night
club where he first met Mildred. 

Mildred lays out a perfectly matched outfit.  She looks at a
fashion magazine and fixes her hair like the model.  Finally, she
stands, fully dressed, wearing a fur stole in front of the mirror. 
She likes what she sees. 

Mildred and Stanley attend Sarah's wedding.  When the bridal
bouquet is thrown, Mildred almost catches it, but instead, it
ricochets off her hand and, in SLOW-MOTION, it flies over her
head and lands in Stanley's lap. 

DISSOLVE from the bridal bouquet in Stanley's lap to:

23 INT. STANLEY'S CAR -- NIGHT

Open CLOSE on Mildred's feet in Stanley's lap as he massages them.  
They are parked on a bluff, overlooking city lights twinkling in
the clear night sky. 

Mildred leans back against the passenger door, looking out the
open window and up at the stars. 

STANLEY (O.S.)
You have such beautiful, strong feet, I
could rub them forever.

MILDRED
Stanley, do you believe in God?

This throws him momentarily, but he comes back.

STANLEY
Somebody special made you.

MILDRED
Oh, Stanley.

STANLEY
Well, when I'm with you I feel very close
to heaven.

He tickles her foot, she laughs, slides into his arms.  They kiss.
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INTEREST:
If you're an industry person that's
'sparked' to these first pages of
Peace Pilgrim, and would like to
read the rest of the script:

CONTACT:
Richard@FriendShipProductions.Org
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